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fc And out of darkness came the hands
That reach thro* Nature., moulding man"

This constitutes a very real human experience,
&nd one that has persisted throughout the gener-
ations. The testimony comes to us from men of
all shades of temperament, all grades of educa-
tion, all forms of creed, all distinctions of nation
and race. They tell us, in many ways, that the
outstretched hands lay hold upon reality, that it
is no imaginary world we seek, but one that pours
its riches into open human hearts. Men are
changed by prayer as they have been changed by
no other power. The instincts of the soul do not
point aimlessly. They are God-created and God-
fulfilled.

At the end of this series of poems we see how
completely the faith, which began in feeble grop-
ing in the dark, was vindicated in the splendid
confidence of his life. He writes at last of:

ff That friend of mine who lives in God*

That God, which ever lives and loves*
One God, one law, one element,
And one far-off divine, event,

To which the whole creation moves f